
MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 13, 2010

TO: Interested Parties

FROM: Dan Conston, Moran for Kansas Communications Director 

RE: Todd Tiahrt’s Immigration Problem

Trailing in the polls by double digits, Todd Tiahrt has dragged his campaign to new lows with a 
constant barrage of half-truths and bizarre attacks. Tiahrt has spent months trying to hide his role 
in furthering Washington's spending, from securing and supporting some of Washington's most 
wasteful and controversial earmarks, to telling the Wichita Eagle in 2005 that he's "more 
pragmatic" now about higher spending since he's on "the approps committee." 

Now, as the conversation has shifted to immigration, Tiahrt has gone into full crisis mode, 
recognizing just how unpopular his record is. Let’s run through just the last week:

After finally admitting in last Tuesday's debate to supporting amnesty, lower in-state tuition 
benefits, and driver’s licenses for illegals, he spent the second debate accusing Jerry of 
supporting amnesty over a sanctuary city vote -- even though he didn't characterize the same 
sanctuary city vote as amnesty in the first debate.

So what changed? Realizing he’s in trouble, Tiahrt threw out a wild accusation. At Team Tiahrt, 
what’s the difference if the accusation is true? Incredulously, Tiahrt has a more recent vote than 
Jerry against additional funding to crack down on sanctuary cities.

At the same time, Tiahrt’s constant barrage of over-the-top negativity has earned him significant 
rebukes in the press. Recognizing that his constant and dogged negativity is a problem -- he 
devoted much of last night’s debate to accusing Jerry of being the negative campaigner. One 
must look no farther than Tiahrt's own press releases to debunk that accusation. 

These charges lack even basic credibility. Saddled by over-the-top negativity and a deeply flawed 
record on immigration and spending, we are now witnessing Tiahrt devote considerable efforts to 
re-writing history. It’s concerning to see what will come next over the final 21 days. The wheels 
are really coming off the Tiahrt campaign. 

Paid for by Moran for Kansas



We’ll leave the hyperbole to their campaign, so here are just a few relevant facts:

1. According to the Kansas press core, Tiahrt’s Immigration Attacks Lack Credibility

Last weekend’s Hutchinson News editorial describes Tiahrt's immigration policy as this:

"Immigration is the best example of politicians bending to the wind, and exhibit “A” is 
Republican U.S. Rep. Todd Tiahrt of Kansas.
...
We don’t think Kansas citizens have changed their minds; it is only Tiahrt who reversed his 
position. And he obviously did it because he thinks anything other than a hard-core anti-
immigration front will weaken his standing with voters. He doesn’t have an honest position on 
immigration, or one grounded in his personal beliefs; he just wants to get elected."

2. Tiahrt Attacks on Sanctuary Cities Even Though He Voted Against Cracking Down on 
Sanctuary Cities After Moran

In 2004, Todd Tiahrt actually voted against additional funding to crack down on sanctuary 
cities. (Vote #341, H.R. 4754, July 8, 2004)

According to the amendment sponsor, Rep. Steve King (R-IA), during floor debate:  “Mr. KING 
of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment today to enforce existing Federal law that 
prohibits localities from refusing to allow their officers to report aliens who commit crimes to the 
immigration authorities.

“My amendment would provide funding for the Department of Justice to enforce section 642 of 
the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act of 1996. Section 642 of the 
act forbids localities from pre- venting their police officers from re-porting immigration 
information to the Federal Government. However, some cities and counties have continued to 
refuse to allow their officers to provide information to the Federal Government, and that is in 
violation of Federal law.”  (Congressional Record, July 8, 2004, pg. H5360) 

 
3. Dream Act: Conservatives, Including Rush Limbaugh and Kris Kobach, Say it is 
Amnesty As Tiahrt Sides with NY Times Editorial Board

Here is a partial list of those who believe the Dream Act grants amnesty:
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Rush Limbaugh:  “It's everything that we fought to stop in the amnesty bill.  This is the sequel. 
This is amnesty two.”

Kris Kobach, Kansas GOP Primary Candidate for Secretary of State: “That’s an amnesty,” said 
Kris Kobach, a University of Missouri-Kansas City law professor who’s become a consultant for 
city officials and state legislators wanting to crack down on illegal immigration. “Everybody in 
that category gets adjusted.” (Associated Press, 07/11/10)

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL):  “The DREAM Act, as I said, would have provided amnesty for over 
1.3 million, according to the Migration Policy Institute--not a conservative group. It would give 
current illegal aliens a financial bonus. They would be eligible for instate tuition, subsidized 
student loans, and Federal work study.”

Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC):  “I appreciate the motives of those who sponsored the bill. It is true 
that by us not enforcing our laws over many years we have created a lot of tragic circumstances. 
But the solution is not to reward lawbreaking and create incentives for more illegal immigration 
in the future.

“America has asked us to secure our borders, create a worker ID system, and an immigration 
system that works. If we do this, if we build that foundation, then the possibility of 
comprehensive reform becomes a reality.

“I would encourage my colleagues not to chip away in the way of trying to provide compassion 
through amnesty, but let's fix the system like we promised and revisit this next year. Then, 
hopefully, we can achieve the comprehensive reforms that my colleagues have talked about. I 
urge my colleagues to vote against proceeding to this bill.”

Yet The New York Times Editorial Board Agrees With Tiahrt:

The New York Times, Editorial: “A small but worthy step toward immigration reform is returning 
as an amendment to the defense authorization bill. As the Senate debates that fat holiday wish 
book for the Pentagon, it should rescue this sliver of bipartisan good sense from the wreckage of 
last summer’s failed immigration debate.

“It’s called the Dream Act, and it offers a path to citizenship to illegal immigrants’ children after 
they graduate from high school and complete two years of military service or college. Its Senate 
sponsors, including Richard J. Durbin of Illinois and Richard Lugar of Indiana, have championed 
it as a way to open a future to talented children whose opportunities are closed because of their 
parents’ decision to immigrate here illegally. They also see it as giving a needed boost to the 
military by opening a new stream of high-quality recruits.”
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4. Tiahrt Published a 2002 Campaign Mailer in spanish advocating for illegals to be 
eligible for driver’s licenses

2002 Tiahrt for Congress Campaign Mailer: “We must … Reform INS and create a status for 
undocumented, taxpaying workers that would make them eligible for a drivers license.” 

*Tiahrt campaign mailer is attached.* 

5. Tiahrt Attacks Jerry on a Tancredo Amendment Related to Sanctuary Cities, Yet Tom 
Tancredo Has Endorsed Jerry Moran

Former Rep. Tom Tancredo is widely established as one of America's anti-illegal immigration 
leaders. In 2008, Tancredo ran for President, basing his campaign largely on the issue of illegal 
immigration. Knowing both candidates and their respective records, Tancredo endorsed Jerry 
Moran over Tiahrt in this Senate race. 

In his endorsement, Tancredo said this: “In Congress, Jerry has a proven record of opposing 
amnesty for illegal aliens and open borders. Moreover, he has been consistent in opposing 
incentives for illegal immigration. For those wanting a principled U.S. Senator who’s committed 
to fighting for secure borders and against illegal immigration, you can count on Jerry Moran. I 
offer him my full support.” (Moranforkansas.com)
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