
 

Moran claims he is strong on National Security

MYTH:      Congressman Moran claims that he is strong on National Security

FACT:      Congressman Moran voted AGAINST authorizing military tribunals to
                  try suspected terrorists

FACT:      Congressman Moran voted to extend Constitutional rights to terrorists

FACT:      Congressman Moran voted to weaken the Patriot Act 
 
FACT:      Congressman Moran voted to require all interrogations of enemy combatants  
       to be videotaped or recorded, which could impede interrogations conducted  
       in the field.
  
FACT:      Congressman Moran told CSPAN viewers that he thought there were “space”  
       and “opportunities” for a few terrorists “within our maximum security prisons  
      within the United States.”

FACT:      Congressman Moran voted AGAINST the creation of the Department of
                  Homeland Security

FACT:      Congressman Moran voted to cut troop resources, including one Kansas   
       project (requested by Senator Pat Roberts) that would develop improved IED- 
       resistant armor solutions for our warfighters.
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We live in a dangerous world.  Unfortunately, the ability of our military to keep us safe 
is often undercut by bureaucrats and Washington politicians who don’t understand 
what it takes to achieve that goal.

Congressman Moran and others have voted to weaken our defenses in fighting the War 
on Terror.  In fact, President Obama, who Congressman Moran said was “easier to work 
with than President Bush,” won’t even allow his administration to call it the “War on 
Terror” in an attempt to appease the extreme left.  Obama’s reckless rhetoric and 
irresponsible decisions, often in the name of politics and political correctness, do  
nothing to keep us safe.  

In 2006 Congressman Moran told the Garden City Telegram he was concerned about 
provisions of the bill authorizing military tribunals because it “would allow [terrorist] 
detainees to be imprisoned indefinitely and denied them the ability to have their cases 
appealed to the federal court system.”

Congressman Moran then voted with Nancy Pelosi in opposing military tribunals and 
voted to extend the Constitutional right of Habeas Corpus to terrorists caught on the 
battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan.  Remember, his argument for voting with Pelosi, 
was his concern that terrorists would not have the ability to be brought to the United 
States of America to be tried in our “federal court system.”  This is exactly the position 
President Obama and Attorney General Holder argued when they decided to bring 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed to New York City for trial.  It is outrageous that a  
candidate claiming to be conservative would be so far to the left that he pre-empted 
Barack Obama in arguing to bring suspected terrorists to the United States to utilize our 
civilian courts.

Congressman Moran also voted to handicap our interrogation professionals and submit 
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them to liberal trial lawyers. He voted to require all interrogations of enemy combat-
ants to be videotaped or electronically recorded, which could impede interrogations 
conducted spontaneously in the field. Can you imagine requiring interrogators who 
capture a terrorist on the battlefield to first set up a video camera before they can 
extract valuable intelligence that could save lives?

When Congressman Moran was asked on C-SPAN what he thought about trans-
ferring terrorists from Gitmo to the United States, he said: “I’m certainly willing to 
be convinced that the facility in Cuba should be closed. I want to hear that discus-
sion. We need to evaluate the question of whether Guantanamo Bay should be 
closed…. There are facilities in the United States as you mentioned, former mili-
tary bases that could be used…”

Congressman Moran went on to say he thought there were “space” and “opportu-
nities” for a few terrorists “within our maximum security prisons within the United 
States.”

Just last July, Congressman Moran twice voted to cut Kansas defense projects that 
support thousands of Kansas workers. He voted to cut one project supported by Sena-
tor Pat Roberts to develop portable radio test sets to ensure performance of Air Guard 
survival radios and other radios used by the Armed Forces.

Congressman Moran then voted to kill 12 Kansas defense projects requested by Sena-
tor Roberts and Senator Brownback that support over 2,000 Kansas jobs. These Kansas 
projects Congressman Moran tried to sabotage included a project requested by Senator 
Roberts to develop improved IED-resistant armor solutions for our warfighters serving 
in dangers regions, such as in Iraq and Afghanistan.

 Vol. 8   “National Security”

“National
Security”

 Page 3 of 5           7-15-10



Congressman Moran’s national security record is suspect and unreliable.  In the post 
9-11 world we live in, we must be cautious of get-along politicians who are more con-
cerned with terrorists’ rights than with our ability to keep our country safe.

• Congressman Moran twice supported giving constitutional rights to terrorists by 
opposing military tribunals and arguing that terrorists deserve Habeas Corpus  
(RC 491, HR 6166, 9/27/06) (RC 508, S. 3930, 9/29/2006)

• “Moran, 1st District representative from Hays, was one of just seven Republicans to 
vote against a bill sanctioning military tribunals to try suspected terrorists.”  
(“Moran bucks party over terror measures,” Garden City Telegram, 10/3/06).

• “He expressed concern the bills granted too much power to government - which 
he considers a traditional Republican concern - and denied prisoners traditional 
U.S. legal protections.”  
(“Moran bucks party over terror measures,” Garden City Telegram, 10/3/06).

• “Moran said he was concerned about provisions of the bill that would allow detainees 
to be imprisoned indefinitely and denied them the ability to have their cases appealed 
to the federal court system.” 
(“Moran bucks party over terror measures,” Garden City Telegram, 10/3/06).

• Voted to require all interrogations of enemy combatants to be videotaped or elec-
tronically recorded, which could impede interrogations conducted spontaneously in 
the field. (RC 362, HR 5658 , 5/22/08) 

• Voted to strip the Patriot Act of important tools needed to track terrorists 
(RC 258, HR 2862, 6/16/10)
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http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2006/roll491.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2006/roll508.xml
http://www.toddtiahrt.com/landing/GardenCityTelegram.pdf
http://www.toddtiahrt.com/landing/GardenCityTelegram.pdf
http://www.toddtiahrt.com/landing/GardenCityTelegram.pdf
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2008/roll362.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2005/roll258.xml
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• Voted against spying on terrorists communicating in the United States 
 (RC 502, HR 5825, 9/28/06) 

• Voted to eliminate funding for the missile defense system in Europe and undercut 
deployment of the existing ground-based mid course defense system in Alaska and 
California. (RC 357, HR 5658, 5/22/08)

• Voted against the creation of the Department of Homeland Security 
 (HR 5710, 11/13/02).

• Moran is the primary sponsor of legislation to remove trade restrictions with Cuba – 
a state sponsor of terrorism. 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/thomas and http://www.state.gov/s/ct/c14151.htm

• Congressman Moran stated on a C-SPAN interview that he was open to the idea of 
closing Gitmo and that there was space in some U.S. prisons for terrorists.
 
• List of defense projects Congressman Moran voted to prohibit funding for (and 
instead allow the Obama administration to allocate spending priorities)

• Congressman Moran’s vote (July 30, 2009, Roll Call 670) for the amendment to 
cut the troop defense projects

 • Congressman Moran’s second vote (July 30, 2009, Roll Call 671) for the
 amendment to cut the troop defense projects: 

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2006/roll502.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2008/roll357.xml
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2002/roll477.xml
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d111:7:./temp/~bdtCcD::|/bss/|
http://www.state.gov/s/ct/c14151.htm
Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yjFiY4VSiM
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=H9093&dbname=2009_record
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2009/roll670.xml
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=H9096&dbname=2009_record

